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19 March 1979

" MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

Staff Meeting Minutes of 19 March 1979

25X1

The Director chaired the meeting.

Lehman briefed on the major Soviet field and command post exercises in
the eastern part of the Soviet Union and Mongolia that is focusing on the
Transbaykal Military District and Mongolia. He mentioned that NFAC is
aware of the location of the bases for the transport flights, but where
equipment is to be dropped remains unknown. Lehman speculated that the
exercise is geared toward a possible Chinese threat. Noting the difficulty
in reporting on this subject because of the piecemeal information available,
the Director urged Hicks to have NFAC try to include a general sense of the
entire exercise in its reporting. |

25X1

25X1

McMahon noted receipt of a call from Sam Hoskinson saying that I0B
Chairman Farmer will be requesting a briefing on 22 March on sensitive
collection operations. Noting that such briefings have been given previously,
the Director wondered how many times it would be required to repeat the
same.[::::] 25%1

Taylor mentioned that there would be an SSCI briefing on the

CIA budget today. 25%1
25%1
Hicks advised that the American Congress of Surveying and Mapping §:§i

awarded OGCR a blue ribbon for its atlas on the polar regions.
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25X1

g;:;:]reported that thé::::::::::]ground station was out of operation
for 0

urs at the end of the week. He noted that the emergency power was 25x1

insufficient for it to continue operations.| | _—

Scientology (attached), Mr. Carlucci asked to provide him details in  25x1
anticipation of possible questions this afternoon. Hetu said he saw the

package before it was released, and the Agency apparently did consider

designing an electronic device to shock enemy agents into submission. -
(Action: OLC)[ |

Alluding to a press item about an FOIA request from the Church of

Alluding to an item in today's State Summary that Moscow was annoyed
by the PDRY invasion of the YAR, the Director suggested that NFAC may want
to analyze this possibility further. The Director also suggested that the
status of Salih should be monitored carefully. (Action: NFAC)| ] 25%X1

Noting recent UPI reports that the Soviet navy was off the coast of s5%1
Vietnam, the Director asked that these developments be monitored closely.

(Action: NFAC)[:::::]

SECRET
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